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But the unchallenged and unchallengeable claim of the
Indian National Congress consists in its representing the millions
of dumb paupers living in the seven hundred thousand Indian
villages who constitute over 85 per cent of the population.

It is in the name of this great organization that I claim*

(1)    Complete independence for India.

(2)    This does not exclude partnership at will and on terms
of absolute equality.

(3)    Nor does this exclude Federation or such  safeguards  as
may be demonstrably necessary in  the interest of India

I hope the readers of The Daily Mail will not be frightened
by the claim boldly put forth on behalf of the Congress. "Do unto
others as you would that others should do unto you." On the
stiength of the wise saying nineteen hundred years old, I hope
that Englishmen and Englishwomen will not grudge India the
freedom which she has lemained without by reason of British rule.

No reason should be necessary for a self-evident truth. In-
dependence is every nation's birthright.

It is India's also But it may not be out of place to men-
tion, here that the people of India under British rule have become
progressively poor and emasculate. The village industry has been
killed and a whole nation has been disarmed. Nothing less than
complete freedom in every sense of the term can make India

happy and strong.

M. K, GANDHI

The Daily Mail, 19-9-1931
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Seated on the floor xn the ccntic of the hall at Kingsley Settlement
yesterday afternoon, Mr Gaudhi gave a special and strictly private reception
to a group of youngsters, none of whom was over twelve, from, among the
children o( Bow Grown-ups were strictly excluded with the exception of one
or two of Miss Lester's helpers, and the genial figures of Mr and Mrs George
Lansbury and the dignified Prime Minister of Bhavnagar, Sir Prabhashankar
Pattani

But immediately after the meeting (writes a correspondent) Mr Gandhi
himself told me all about it

Questions about the weather in India, about the games the
Indian children played, and SO on, led ^o one chikj. asking about
the language I spoke,